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To my eſteemed Friends, Capt. Jeremie 
| Gregory, CitiFen and Gold ſmith of 
| London, and Mr. Philip Gregory, 
| Citizen and Mercer, Stewards of the 
Gregories Feaſt the Nineteenth of 


June 1673. and to the reſt of that 
Loving Society, 


| Worthy Sirs, 
Need not tell you that this Ser- 
| [| mon, ſuch as it is, was Penned 
| upon your motion, Preached at 
| your ſolemn Aſſembly, and is now 
4 Printed for your fakes and upon your 
| frequent requelt, When you had de- 
ſigned your publick Meeting, ic was 
well contrived to meet in God's Houle 
firſt, that you might begin your diſ- 
courſe with Heaven, and reſtify tothe 
world that you are One as well in 
Religion as in Name. 

- When you moved me to provide 


A 2 the 


- nem fs > ens Cahn, - 6: ©E —__ _ 


d 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the Sermon, I was ſomewhat ſurpri- 
zed; it being ſuch a Requeſt as I 
could not eaſily with Modeſty grant, 
nor with Friendſhip deny. For when 
I conſidered the great variety of moſt 
choice and excellent Miniſters within 
your City, and particularly that wor- 
thy Perſon, who, under that Reve- 
rend, Pious and Learned Prelate, my 
Lordof London, is the Paſtour of your 
Church, how could I, the meaneſt of 
God's Servants, prevail with myſelf 
-—— poſleſs his Room, and undertake 
his Work, at St. Michael's Cornhill 2. 
Bur, I confeſs,that one onely Reaſon 
which could poſſibly move you to 
make ſuch a Choice, did at length, 
though with ſome reluQancy, incline 
meto accept it too, and to deny my- 
ſelf rather then you. And that was 
this; namely, that I am one of your 
Number, and have the honour to 


Wear 


The Epiflle Dedicatory. 
wear your Arms, and bear your 
Name. For the Hearers being Gre- 
gories, methought it might be hand- 
ſome if the Preacher were ſo too ; and 
there being: a young Gregory to be 
Baptized, methought ir would not 
be unſuteabke, ſince the Godtfathers 
and Godmothers were Gregories, that 
ſome Gregory or other ſhould waſh 
the Infant's Face, and (though no 
Pope, nor Papiſt, ) fign its Forchead 
too. And for this end did I make 
what ſhife I could to ſerve your Incli- 
nations, though againſt my own; that 
the whole Work of the day might be 
carried on by Perſons of the Name ; 
and that your Church might have 
furniture of the ſame Denomination 
for its Pews, its Pulpit, and its Font. 
What Entertainment this Dil- 
courſe will find in the world, into 
which your Importunity hath: now 


A 3 condem- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
condemned it, as to any perſonal and. 
civil concern of mine, it matters not, 
If itb= judg'd foflender and empty as 
to make its Authour the more meanly 
thought of, 'tis that I deſerve, & there- 
fore may juſtly expe&: bur if, beyond 
its merit and my own apprehenſ1ons, 
it occaſion me with any candid Rea- 
der the kaſt R eputation, I ſhall not 
value my ſelf or it one jot the more. 
But whatever Circumſtances the Pub- 
lication thereof ſhall be attended with, 
ſure 1 am, the Practice of it will infal- 
libly be accompanied with moſt hap- 
py Conſequences,the Favour of God 
in this world, and the Enjoyment of 
him inthe next. That it may produce 
this bleſſed efte& upon youand every 
Gregory, is the preſent Deſign,and 
ſhall be the conſtant Prayer;of / / 


Your Friend and Servant, 
FRanCls OREGORY., 


To 


To the Society of the Gx rxooRtts, 
upon the Name and Meeting at 
St. MichaeP's Cornhil the 19% of 


Fune 1673. 


H'Vertues and Graces, common once to man, 
Have long unchurch'd the Godleſs Earth, and ran 
with laſt Aſtrza to another Sphere, 
Making new Pleiades and ConjunGions there. 
But ſome good Angel, kinder to this Age, 
Hath brought them once more to ſalute the Stage. 
With Love, with complex arms, with dancing feet, 
The Vertues Maſquerade ith' Temple meet 
In choſen Cluſters , a Complexion 
Of men whoſe Humonr, with their Name, is one. 
Toxr Friendſhip ( Sirs ) is Sacred, and you do 
Add honour to the Temple, that to you, 
So vigilant, ſo pions, ſo devont. 
( This is no Churching of the common Ront. ) 
| No Sediſt, Atheiſt, carved Innocence 
Comes hither, or goes ſo away from hence. 
He's taught to live what he doth own to be, 
In nothing leſs then Name a Gregory. 
Tis a Greek name, and yet no Greek to them 
That know to value and to uſe the Gam. 
Watchtull that bids theme be, and ſo they are 3 
They graſp the Preacher, and become all Ear, 
And He ( Great Soul ) ſpeaks learned, holy things ; 
He almoſt rules the Heavens, and thence brings 
A noble Hierarchy of Holy Fame , 


Twice Sacred, inthemſelves and in their Name 3 


The Cxſarean, Nicene, ard his Son. 
Enthroned Souls ! bleft Conſtellation | 
IWhat's ſcarce the Rubric's due. can't be deny'd 
To ſuch as have their Saimtſhip ſandify d. 
Their Piety got the reverence below 
Of Saints; their Name doth well-nigh make them ſo. 
O let it be no ſin one Pray'r to make, 
May we gain all a Saintſhip for 1h name ſake. 
The Greek Church long eclips d revives again : 
Boaſt not thy ſelf, Rome, Metropolitan. 
She wears no Earthly Diadem, but her Love 
Gives us the art of making Saints above, 
Th' Saints influence and this good Companie's 
* Church where Have made *. St. Michael's a St, 'Gregorlev. 


this Sermon was 


preached, Aut Gregorins, aut nullus. 


Jer GrEGORy. 


(42. 
THE 
GREGORIAN ACCOUNT; 


OR THE 


SPIRITUAL WATCH. 


MaR K« 13:37, 
And what Þ ſy unto you, 1 ſay unto all, Watch. 


WW: that” Duty is which our Bleſſed $4- 
| wiour doth here require, will be eaſily 
gueſs'd, if we confidir that there is but 
a twofold Watch. 

I. There isa Watch that's Cizzl or Military. So 
Pilate tells the Jews,Te have a watch: (Matt.27,65.) 
what's that 2? #Zuwyms remomer, ſaith Theophyla@,a guard 


of ſixty ſouldiers. Thus the ancient Jews divided , is Tiwzes 
rd Fr into three feveral Wand 53 whereas nan: Foul 
Exripides mentions mTe#wiey wints opregy, intimating wir © de 
that the Greciansy and from them the Romans and Sas SEam 
later Jews, had four : accordingly the Evangeliſt Sort axon t- 
mentions 7e7zg7nr evaexir, the fourth watch of the *25v5 cvanxir. 
night.(Matt. 14.25. )But this civ;} or wilitaryWatch j, Marry 25. 


we ſhall paſs by,as that which hath little todo with- Vighs _ 
in the bounds and precinGs of the Text, ahonp—ty ol 


nox quatuor Yigilias habet, ternis horis per ſingulay vigilias diſtributis. Augaft. in 


Matth, ferm. 14. ; : 
Judzi vereres, dum penes ipſos jus armorum fuir, noftem in ternas vigilias diviſerunr. 


Gret, in Natt. 14. 25, 
B 2. There 


The Gregortan Account, 

2, There is a Watch that is Religions and Sacred - 
and that's double too. 'tis either /iteral and proper, 
or mn epvorical | | 
© 1. Thege is a KeNgions Watch that's proper: when 
We. _—_ the Night; or ſome conſiderable part thereof, is re- 
lendo in note deemed from ſleep, and-ſpent in Boly Duties, This 
opera dici Pere. Watch I find obſerved ſometimes by ſengle perſons. 
on Thus Chrift himſelf; he continued all night in prayer. 
ad Carechu- (Luke 6.12.) Thus St. Paul and Siles3 they prayed 
lions Sc and fang pretſes at midnight. (Atts 16.25, ) imun/x;- 
cundus alle- Ce, ſaith St.Chryſoftome 3 Toth moTe vigilarunt, ſaith 
gan Prem. St. Hierom, they watched all night. And as ſore 
facrificandi, fingle. perſons kept this Watch, fo did whole Af{ew- 
Es blies too : many were gathered together praying. Ads 
corum (Chri- 12,12.) Terix//jam mentions no@urnes convecationes, 
flianorum ) com- their nightly Meetings : St. Bernard mentions vigs- 
Ro _ has. ſanG as, their holy Vigils: and Nazianzen Te- 
nos ad canen- cords Azjumpeeias x folaywiar, the candles and lamps 
_—— whereby. they prayed and preached. 
Tertultianus in wy C2, oo waged 

Ogg dovy Biiy dzafdy 1 931/15, aorny 6558er 2y 1ht? Byver, mis Iwymaptibes vippele 
ow]o. Cryſt in A. 1; 12. $9291 - ? 

Kart # of Ewntls mide foprir, 3s eonlics of Larnieewnay wegoais 11 3 
—_ moe ben nan ond x7 PA Conjugera adiwzi lidenter 
—_— Tegpnilian, k. 2. 2d Uxoreln, C4 f 


But theſe Religions Vigils,that were originally occa- 
fioned by the Tyranny of perſecuting Emperours, and 
afterwards kept up onely by the voluntary :Devoti- 
on and Zeal of Chriſtians, though they were laudable 

Parreanoſtei #72 themſelves, frequented by Saints, and. commended 
vilabant per by, ſeveral F athers; yet notwithſtanding, to prevent 
notem, & ad OY y ug P 
Eccleſiam 1a. Scandals and grols Abuſer, that had crept in, they 


dendo & chorj- . ; 
Cano &C0r1- were much diſuſed and diſcountenanced, _ [ = 


KEDS 4:9 


or, The Spiritual Watch. 3 
cularly by the Cowncil of Eliberie 3 and ſo fall not chant; quod 
under our preſent Diſquiſition. deteſtabile erat 


& malum, De 
qua turpi conſuerudinedalebay, Fc. Ang. ad Fratres in eremo, ſerm. 25. 


25 
- Inſti p oo "P 
Trae os Los Thr he ci hn 
2. There is a Religrows Watch that's wetaphorical 3 
Vigilia mentis,the Watch,not of man's eye, but of his Ex, 
ſoul 3 that Watch which St. A»ſtine doth mention PpeSly =y 
and recommend too, Corde vigile, Watch with thy vigila, charica- 
heart. And this is the Watch which my Text re- i Viglla, opert- 
quires 3 namely , our diligent care, our. greateſt uando corpore 
cantion > our exaCteſt vigzlawce and circumſpeifion Jormicris, ve- 
about thoſe high concerns which reſpe&-our God {.r, NT Rn 
and our ſelves. Jos - : the —_—_ of the Text, in Loc _ 
and that great thing which our Blefſed Saviozr re- ,, 2". 
quires - is expreltion, hat I ſay nnto you, 7 ſay I | a on 
veto ol, Watch. ris 4- 
y 3 xv — 4 R L 1 tt. 24. 42, 
hr ory ng pn db ee Fen ror Pp 
Chnſeft, in Mart. 24- 42+ | 


The words contain two things confiderable, 
1. Our Savionr's , gr Command, Tey;im, Watch 4 


Be careful, be wary, be circumſpe# : That's the na- 
ture and matter of this Command, 

2. The S»bjeJ: of this Command, the Pexſoxs ta 
whom it belongs 3 Who muſt watch > The Text an- 
ſwers: 1.the Apoſtles,Niy» vr] ſay unto you ; 2.every 
perſon whatſoever, Nan ai2n, I ſay unto of, Watch. 

The ſubſtance of the Text may be gathered 
up into this Concluſion, namely, Thet every 
perſon ſtands obliged to watch. 

But what muſt we watch ? and why ? 

There's no Watchman but hath bis Falk or Ste- 


B 2 #109. 


4 The Gregorian Account, 


Aixr0-43 tion. The Biſhop, who is the great Watchmanof-the 


iws)® 5 Church, hath his Diaceſe:z the Adinifter, who is-the 
—— Biſhop's Subſtitute, 'Troſtee god: Deputy, hath his 
"0, 14 Ne Pariſh: the Juſtice hath his Conmrty ; the Mayor hath 
Calarecnſcs, his Corporation « Every Watchman hath his Charge, 


his Pards and what then is ours? where mult we 


watch > and what & I anfwer. 

Keri#Felz  £&, Fhere's no man but ſtands obliged'to watch 
on, AP" over his Brother, his Friend, his Neighbowr. It' was 
TD 3: dI0g7 but aa-#ncharitable and ſaucy reply which Cain made 
avneias* 97 toy God, Am I my brother's keeper ? (Gen.4.9.Y Yea; 
Cn Wy. vxemv oe Gre evaauy, ſaith St, Chryſoftomy Man ſhou 
7683 ms arms behis Brother's &eeper-: but if nor, *tis like he may 
7 <r1ir pg prove in one ſenfe -what Cair was in-another-, his 
FE). Chryſot. - murtherer too. *Tis St.\Paxl's Command, Exhort one 
1g Homil. 1 awother; (Heb.3:13..) and again, Edifie one another 3 
Qs in- (1 Theſl.5.11.) and yet again, Admoniſh one another; 
humanitas &fe- CRom.15.14\). What mean all theſe Commands, if 


rows ba wr ris We are not bound to watch over one another F 
aftetum exuiſle & abjeciſle ? an zquum non erat ut major natu frater minoris tutelam & 
cuſtodiam gereret? Pererius in Gen. 4. 9+ * | 

In omnibus peccantibus-pecco, quando eos quos (cio pecciſſe five peceare, quadam 
crudelis animi malignitate, non imcrepo. Proſper de Vita contemplar. 3. 23. 

Th normiv aeggadcy, in wx #m difigxenr@ ; Oincdbur rt, prov, o s + Ira” fo 
ty of Sidtiarger iy, ingots. acis. # Of mdy mor rohwonay. TheophylaB, in Ep. prior. ad 
Theſlal. c. 5. v. 1+» ; : 

2.. There's no man but ſtands obliged to watch 

yy non de - ur74 
ſeſolo, verdm Over his owe Hpxſe and Family. Thus Joſuah, As 
de ſua quoque for me and my houſe, we mill ſerve the Lord. ( Jo, 
familia, vori *.. £ ; : po 
iſtius ſponſio- 24+ 15+. ) This good man concerns himſelf for his 
nem facir, in eo exemplum vel maxime infigne nobis proponitur gubernandz familiz rio- 
ſtrz. Equidem fic ſemper ſtarui, conjunonem eam quz famulis noſtris nobiſcum eſt 
am efle, & props filiorum conjunRjoni parem, gc. Maſine jn Joſ. 24+ 15, 


TK fa ow es h 
, ( Aþeqdu ) «mm Tg 4E auth my I60 IMIs:26 Morey. Chr;ſ. Hom. 42. 


Priſci Parres, qui Legem Mofſis przgreſſi ſunt, ſolebant viv4 voce & per domeſticam 
inſtitutionem & diſciplinam docere flies & poſteros ſuos quzcungue ad conſequendam 
animz ſalutem, &c. Pererias in- Gen, 18, 19, 

Family 


Ba ww et _ 


| 
k 
j 
{ 


_ bPI'P -— 
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or, The Spiritual Watch. 
Family z and doubtleſs there is not a ſoul within our 
walls but is our particular charge. Thus St. Auſtin, 
Unuſquiſque in. domo ſua Bpiſcopms ; Our F Kar: is: 
our proper Pariſh, our peculiar Dioceſe:z and the Go- 
vernonr of the houſe is the Biſbop, and conſequently 
the Watchman there, But | 
. There is no man but ſtands obliged to watch 
over Himſelf And methinks 'tis-our fbeme, and a- Mims mis ole, 


28,) 76% take all care imaginable z and that; ez, a 
* Land . "R101 as. , 
$2unis, about your ſelves. And: the truth is, were 31,7. ay. 


this Watchman: ta the Text-another Arg#y, had man pend. de Ani 
a9 many- ezes-as the Heavens have ſtars 3 yeteven >= ag 
then would he need no Charge, no Precin, no others © 
iFard to overſee, guard and watch, but himſelf... See 
this in 2 particulars.. | 

Firſt, *Tis our great comcern,and muſt be our daily 


14k, and an hard.one 'tis, to guard and (<t a wetch 
upon our Sexſes, and Outward man. If theſe be not 'Ogferus 8 - 


% 


carefully lookt to, 'tis ten to one but they.prove our #rw 7 iedy, $ 
eternal Tine. Shall I inſtance in theſe 3 particu- 570. 2s. 
E. 
lars onely ? g pirds 60h 
, a $_ 2 i - «rAC pare, 
} X(p@v T0 477 4% ad ay I 340 X; dtu(1y% av dmtons Sei x) 4+ *: Sa Bryant 
ali nwy Thy, 4d # v Ys x, Ts TawTus vw, 121.2 veu, Athanaſ. Orat. contra Genres. - 
$07 4 drodv, 0wn Sw Aware, Ie wagpnny, grep. ul aghy, Oc. Gregors 
Nazgiangen. Orat, 40. 


1. *'Tis the great corcern, and- muſt be the daily _ _— 
cave of man, to.ſet a Watch upon his Eye. It's true, fm 74 tor 6" 


the Eye itlelf is Nature's Centinel; tis purpoſely homine Oculi.. 
placed in man's »pper Regior, as in a Tower, to be his 591 Lunaduo | 


mundi lumina 3 


Watchman, Yea, but how ready this very. Watch 0culi certiſſima + 
B'3 man.. 


6 - TheGregonuan Account, 


| incame fiders 240 of ours is to wndoe us, methinks the God of #ne- 
fulgent  fubli- ##re himſelf ſeems to inform us, by providing and 
nk portato ns lending us a guard to. ſecure it, *Tis the oblerva- 
culacres, inter- Pp - St. Ambroſe, Deas oculum manivit, God hath 
diu notaque (es & fexce about man's Eye, he hath clapped uporrit 
—_— Rhodiz, 2 Lid, like a Trap-door 3 and that not onely to'pre- 
L. 3.c.28. vent the extrance of an Enemy, but to anticipate the 
—_ dangerous excurſions and ſablies of the Eye it (elf. 
ung, Drefer bs RA 4.0. {: % Er obey * Sa» 7 7 * 6 380% 
Regt of on oy 4 > opera y L VA 6px 6 «an, fc. 


And that this little Centinel of ours is apt enough 

moſt baſely to betray us, our .Seviowr hath given us 

this fair intimation, Tf thine eye offend thee—(Matt;5. 

29.) What's that? 85 ad delinquendum incitat, (faith 

Grotins, if it provoke thee to ſin;z perhaps the ſin of 

Envy. 1s thine eye evil? (Mate. 20.15.) Evil how > 

"bins i; Revewries, ſaith St.Chryſoſtors 5 is It an cye of ex- 

»vy and walice ? "Solomow oy TY, the 

-Vafoay 3 prond a ofoy eyes. CaOV.O.1T7.,) -4 RETE 15 ano- 
$33 pu] Aye ther Eye which Piveds fyles anime lenonem.the beyd 
you 77. and pender of the ſoul : iolerucr wrxanids, faith Saint 
RX nin Peter, ah eye full of the adw/tereſs. ( 1 Pet.2.14. ) 
coraſer. Nazian- This eye David did not guard. He ſaw 4 woman: 
_ One. If what then 2? be 100k ber, end ley-with her. ( 2 Sam. 


'Ozlha : 
9" 3s Bb, Sf 11.2,4-") The*Natwralifis tell us, that there are 


*paudlo bor (orme-Creatures that (paws and engender by the Eye. 
*EaxG 0a, Amy 
Saive, Ge. Mx. Tis thus with man : his Eye exgenders 3 his Heart, like 


us. ,, the-wowb, conceiveth; and his Hand, like the mid- 
0 &fh- oife, brings forth ſin. 


Tews KolForv won 
mis Gegloley 4 hy Td Be oy; bu xurehens 1h Ta TW vol minguon* wn 2B ra Tow 
mi vey ufives 7+ jubrypulau THis vouort, x; wihry Tos © os. Nazianzen. Orat, 34. 

£57 Tx N42 mpreven, x4 60638 \pu} pwrgalm, Baſil. Magnus de Inſtitut. Monachorum, 


There is yet one Eye more, that muſt be glanced 
at 


- FI * > PER 3-6 ve. 4 


< Sa WG — Er” 


We © 3 es ON. 0" Ae. 


or, The Spiritual Watch, 7 


attoo; the covetons Eye: His eye is not ſatiefied "1 4v33,01 
with riches. (Eccles 8.4.) 'Tis not faid, bis bears, $7299 e's 
but, his eje, is not ſatisfied. No memmos contem- iavunudr wn 
plor, faith that wretch in Horace, I behold, 1 view NG | Aiinde 
my bags. And what then?- Poor Achan tells us ,rra Genes. 


When I ſaw, then I coveted, and took. ( Jol. 7.21.) 

Achan declares, as Maſins obſerves, progrediendi or- 

dimem, the Order, Method and Progreſs; of his fin $4- 

2 viſu ad enimum, ab animo ad opus. S1n moved from 

his. Sight to his Sowle. When I ſaw, then I"coveted. It 

moved again from his Soxl to his Hend : I coveted, 

and took, Thus did this daring (in of Secrilege pals 

through this /zttle member : Achew's Eye, that dimi- 

wutive light, that ſmal/ candle of his body, had a - 

greet thiefinit. And ſure we are, though the wetx-- 

ral Camel, with a-bunch-and a 10ad upon his back, . 

could not paſs that narrow gate of Hiernſaleww which + 

(as ſome f,y,chough Eraſmus laugh at it) was called ,* Non eſt quod - 

the Needle's eye; yet this woral Camel, this huge and i Rong 

mighty ſon, Coverowſueſs, Theft , Sacrilege , though ſcantur, Hicro- 

never ſo much /aden,doth often paſs the Bye of way £9mis tulle = 
And if ſo, if this Eze, which Nature hath given men fuerit -- 

us to be our Fatchman, do thus prove a Traitowr,and 4%, &c- 

fet in our ſoreſt Enemies, let us with Job indent and I | 

article with itz and what a fair Covewant cannot doe.a 

ſtrong Guard muſt : leſt otherwiſe our own Ezeprove 

to.us what that of the Baſi/*kh doth to others; leſt .. 

with one unhappy glance it ſirike.us dead for ever. 
2, 'Tis the great concern, and muſt be the daily Tavan gt 

care of man) to ſet a Watchupon his Towene: O r2Adrs 2 b- 

x8edVg uu 7H met nies anf. Natiangen. Oras. $3. 

St, James (tyles the Tomgnue of man Wines wixoor, A Nihilteſtquod . 


little member, ( Jam. 3.5.) and yet, as /ittle as it is, = omg > | 
3 


O what great muſchief. doth it work? The. Apoſile fed macerara, 
tells 


- —— 
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Jarids diſſiparur. 


8 The Gregorian Account, 
vox non con. tells ug, that an wmgoverned tongue defiles the whole 
curiar.Cel.Rhod. body, and ſets on fire the courſe of nature. ( Jam. 3, 
l.26-C:25- im 6+ ) Mark his expreſſion , emaioz, 2 exits, it de- 
volucre quam Files and fires £ it blacks and ſulies like the ſmoakz 
malediftum 3 but withall, it ſcorcheth and burneth like the flame. 
a_—_—_ Wh F remember the Pſalmiſt compares the language of 
cirids excipitur, an il] Tongue to Coals of Juniper. (Plal. 120.4.) But 
Cicero pro Why to them? 'Tis obſerved, that whileſt the Ju-' 
Planc, wiper 1s preſerved freſh and green, it affordeth the 


— cooleſt ſhade 5 but when *tis cut down and burnt, 'it 
” "i 


"3.8 udzxara Yields the hotteſt Coal. *Tis thus with the Tongue 


5a, wdt;v- of man: If it be well uſed and rightly governed, it 
09 refreſheth, like ſome welcome ſhade ; but if not, 
yew 5piew- It ſtrongly burns, And as it fires whatever elſe is 
99 ndevs yy ee» round about it, ſo will it ſcorch the outh that holds 
Orat.qo, ittoo. Whoſoeever ſhall ſay, Thou fool, ſhall be 'in 

Ka)e2w9s mt dJangerrof Hell-fire. ( Matt.5.22.) Yox convitii gravio- 


Ye dy ris, ſaith Dry/ius, One bale reproach from a (lande- 
Jurrlexs wal- rous Tongue , as it buyns like Coals of Juniper, (0 


* ek = doth it kindle the flames of Hell too. 
Rent Ts x, 7px. Idem Epiſt. 191. 
Qyotidiana fornax noſtra eſt humana lingua. Auguſt, Confeſſion, 1, 10, c, 37. 


" Alogus Srmevartts, dranls copies. Chryſoſt. in Pl. 120. 4. 


And methinks, if the Tongue of man be thus like 
fire, we are concerned to watch it. When an houſe is 
burnt, though the main flame be extinguiſhed, yer 
if there be Eine few coals left glowing within the 
rubbiſh, to prevent any farther danger, 'tis duly 
watched, till all fear be over. Believe it, there's 
greater hazard from a Tongue, if it be not the bet- 
ter lookt to. Solomon tells us, Death and life are in 
the power of the tongue. ( Prov.18.21, ) Yea anda 
ereater then Solomon tells us too, By thy words thou 
ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words thou ſhalt be con- 
demned, 
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demmed. ( Matt. 12.37.) Herclieth jus vite &- ne- 

cis : as we order Our T ongue thus or thus, ſo ſhall 

we cither /ive or die, and that for ever. 

And if fo, Jet us reſolve with David, 1 will take 

heed that T ſin not with my tongue. But how will he 

helpit? thus, 17 will keep my mouth with a bridle. 
(Plal.29.1.) So we : but the LXX thus, un prraxiy, 

I have ſet a guard upon my wonuth. But leſt David's 

own gxard (hould prove too weak for this unruly 

member, he begs ſome auxiliaries from Heaven, Set 

a watch, 0 Lord, before my month. (Pal. 141.3.) One 

would think that Nature had ſufficiently done this al- 

ready 3 for, beſides two Lips without the Mouth, ſhe 

hath placed within pms idivrwr, as Homer words it , 

( '0/v.,) a double row of Teeth, like ſo many Pals ,,,-.. . 
ſadoes, or little Pike-mew, to keep in the Tongue : 20d: mwnis , & 
yet notwithſtanding, David thinks all this guerd too _ _ (4 
weak, and his Tongue too ſirong3 and therefore 7} 7," m 


doth thus petition his God yet once again, Keep thou mis Igny v3 

the door of my lips. (lbid.) Man's Lips, like a Door, oquans Die" 
muſt be ſometimes opew, ſometimes ſbut. 'Tis a Door ny avndy #1hb- 
of ſuch conſtant »ſe, that it cannot poſlibly be block: +01 irnoarace, 


ed, nailed, or quite walled up : but withall, *tis a 55," +7 mot 


Door of ſo much danger, that it need be conſtantly ior, & 
watched and ſtrongly grarded. Teixes ofoy 63 


. _- ,, T6241 fin 
$LPgAvOET?, x; ws douiras Tis Mayes £/1gTIKAGHOW. Enſtathivs n Hom. 'Of. &. 
Accepiſti dentes ad macellum corrodendum : cur non porids ad omnem hiatum & ri- 
Rum tuum coronandum ? cur non porids ad pulſus linguz temperandos ? Teriullian, de 


-ReſurreR. carnis. 


3. 'Tis the great coxcers, and muſt be the daily 
care of man, to watch over his Hand ; I mean, his 
Forks, all his works whatſoever. 'Tis excellent 
Counſel, Take heed what thou doeſt. (Atﬀts 22. 26.) 
Such counſcl St. Pax gave _—_— Take heed to thy 


ſelf, 
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elf, ( 1 Tim. 4. 16.) that is, to thy Converſation. 

hus David, I will take heed to my ways,(Pſal. 39.1.) 

that is, tothe courſe, tenour and aGions of my life. 

And that we are obliged to watch againſt all wicked 

aTions | need not prove, (ince we are bid to watch 

over even good ones too. So Chriſt commands, Take 

heed how ye hear. (Luk. 3.18. )So again, Take ye heed, 

Tegruybueres Watch and pray. ( Mark 13.33.) Yet once more, 
@ Tj wxz Take heed that ye doe not your alms ſo and ſo. (Matt. 
Tees ee; 0-1) We mult take heed, not onely bow we cwrſe> 
A600 ws 3 7as but how we pray not onely how we ſpeak what's 
Srpyeizes m9 pr gyght,but how we bear what's good 3 not onely how 


, 2 - P-" - . 
bee eo * we rob the rich, but even how we relieve the poor 


- Macarizs Hom. too, Whatever our aRions are, nateral, civil, or 


Lo ſacred, we are much concerned to warch them. Burt, 
Secoidly, 'Tis our great concern, and muſt be our 
daily 2&4, aid an hard one 'tis, to watch over our 
Inward man. 
Tis good Counſel which the Prophet giveth us, 
Take heed3o your ſpirit. (Mal. 2.15.) *Tis ttue,man's 
, Thx 0% #6 wants. a Cuard; the Eye was a Superviſor, the 
Sou Sivezus, ee Foot Wants a Gwide, the Ear wants a 2onitonr, the 
Ly Ty wore Toygue wants a Curb, the Hand wants a Reſtraint; 
72 kx” Be. but above all, here lieth our main care. Keep thy 
fil. Mags. in Ap- heart, ſaith Solomon. ( Prov.4.23. ) But how muſt 
pa — that be kept? The Text anſwers, Keep thy heart 
rarfunÞ 4x3 with all diligence « 2YD 279 ſaith the Hebrew, ney 
wnxboue, 4, pores} ſaith the Greek, Keep thy heart with all Jeep- 
Jami + & ingc omni cauteld ſaith the Arabick,, with the ut- 
+ mwnelecim- moſt care and caution that can be uſed, But youll 
webgares #22 ſay, What is there in the Hears of man that needs all 


omnibus rebug quas oculatiſfime ſervare folemus,oponeer cor & aimam ſervare, 
ullo ipficiatur, yel ad vitia declinet, Baynns 1h Prov.g. 23» Th 
1. The 
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i. The Thoughts aovd Imagination: that are in a 


man's Heart have too much need to be watched. cogirationes 
What ſwarms of Thowghts, and evil ones too, are a nn = 


found in the Heart of many our Bleſſed Saviour hatb joan pcs: 


thus informed us, Ont of ihe heart proceed evil decora perma- 
thoughts, murthers ,adulteries, fornications, thefis, &c, —_— 
(Matt. 15.19.)Tell me, what ſfirenge gueſt: are theſe, do noxia aliqu 

that they ſhould find the leaſt harboxr within the COOLED 
roble Soul of man ! Aurihers ! Adulteries ! Thefts | word folicirudine 
Methinks, whereever we catch an Adukerer, a Rob- ir anny oro 
ber, a Murtherer, we ſhould immediately clap ſtrong qu4 no mace. 


guards upon them. One great reaſon why the Officer lari conſpicimus 
doth ſearch ſuſpeted houſes, and keeps up his iſatch 2m. Flor 
and his ward, is to prevent the Aduiterer, the Mur- Try g «px 
therer, the Thief, Or elſe to apprehewd him. And cer- wars pg" 
tainly, if every ſuſpeFJed place deſerves to be watcht pe” 
and ſearched, let us watch and ſearch our Hearts Hmexmoirruy 
too 5 'tis like enough here ſneaks the Adulterer nas Sa 
there lurks the Thief, there's hid the Murtberer : and Ed 
if we find this curſed crew lodged withinus, Caſtodi- —_ Con, 
ende ſunt vigilie ſuper cogitationum gregews, ſaith St. tut ae 
Bernard, we mult [et a guard upon theſe deſperate 
Villains 3 (uch bratiſþ and deviViſh Thoughts muſt be 
Jhackled,chained,dillodged,condemned, & crucified. 
Such a caution hath Adoſes left us, Beware that there be 
not 4 thought in 2 wicked heart, ſaying thus or thus. 
(Deut.15.9.) The expreſflion pos , that al- 
though men make light of wicked Thoughts , yet 
*<is our great concern, not onely to watch, but with 
indignation and zeal to-throw them out. 
2, The Deſigns, Ends and Aims that are found in 
man s Heart have woo much need to be watched. 
'Tis uſually ſaid, Finis coronet opme, "tis the End 
that crewss the work, ar: Philoſopher tells us, 4Gz- 
2 


ones 
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ones worales ſpecificaninr 4 fine; Moral aftions'are 
good or bad according to that Fad towards which 
they are deſigned. How good ſoever any work 
may be in its wetter and ſubſtaree, yet if the End be 
naught, the whole work will prove ſo too. Doubt- 
leſs the Phariſees did many excellent things 3- they 
obſerved the Sabbaths, they prayed , they faſted, 
they gave Alms : and yet their baſe unworthy De- 
ſigns, their w9fiz, their defire of a little applanſe 


and vain-glory, provoked God to diſown their per-- 


ſons that were ſo plauſible, and to rejett all that ſer- 
vice that was ſo pompour. 

And truly, *cis but ſad to conſider that theſe Pha- 
riſees , who looked ſo much like gloriow Saints., 
ſhould by the treachery of naughty Hearts, and the 
propoſal of ſiniſter Ends, render themſelves but gild- 
ed Hypocrites, *Tis but ſad that ſuch ſplendid ſhews 
of Devotion, (uch ſtrift obſervations of Sabbaths, 


ſach frequent Prayers, and ſuch ſet and ſolemn Faſt- 


i»gs, ſhould rather, through their low Deſigns , pro- 
voke our God then pee him; that thoſe very per- 
ſons ſhould prove but Arcteors , whom the world 
took not onely for 8/4rs, but Conſtelations too, 

And leſt this ſhould preve our own condition, leſt 
all our ſervices ſhould miſcarry, and God ſhould ſay 
unto #5 as once.he did to the Jews, When ye faſted 
and mourned , did ye -at- all-faſt to me, even to me 2 
(Zach.7. 5.) "Tis adreadfull demand : but that it 
concern us not 'we are obliged moſt ſtriftly to ex- 
amine what'are the Deſ@ws and ProjeZs of our 


Hearts 5 leſt- perhaps. ſome mean and wicked -End. 


ſhould corrupt our holy:Duties , leſt ſome degene- 
- rous and igwoble- Aims ſhould turn our Gold into dirt, 
our ſacrifice intq {i, and make our ſweeteſt incenſe 
goe 


ner”. oC ATE 1 3G 1 
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Poe out and ſtink, with God, as if it were but ſo 


much ſa» ff. 
3. The ſeveral Paſſions that are found within the A7v7dinds 


\ - 
Heart of man have but too much need to be watch- mO_— 
ed 100. Bt hs ts 
Tus mart, 


wrAruuy, Natiangen. 2d Gregor. Nyl. orart. 6. 


That there are, and ever were and will be, what. _. 


Heart of man, 'tis ſure enough. .Plutarch tells us, Pons 
dlrenr 3 dmyis £ySsmwr, To find a man without thoſe <<; Peake 
common Paſſions of love, hatred, fear., hope, deſire, 7 yt —_ 
and the reſt, *ts impoſſible. That theſe AﬀedGtions rengyo 
are ſtrong and immpetxow, all-experience ſheweth, St; Nova wiv ts 
Bernard thus complains, InteleFws.& Aﬀe us quan- Sox he 
doque fibi adverſantur, man's Paſſzon contradicts his wu my. Bail. 
Reaſon : Parere neſcit, ſaith Seneca, it will not obey : Seleuc. orar.35. 
DO, i#1par Ratio, (aith Semeca again, man's Reaſos is 
too weak for his Paſſzons,which rule that Sox] whom 
they ſhould. have ſerved. 

And methinks, if our 4fe&3ions, inſtead of being 
lojal SwbjeFs, are thus like to invade and »ſ#rp our 
Reaſon's throne; if our Paſſions, which were deſign- 
ed by Godto be the ſervants.of our Underſtandingy, 
are like to became domineering Lords and Tyrants 3 
if theſe blind and boiſterous Rebells endeavour to 
ſeiſe the captive Soxl, and then uſe it even at plea- 
ſure; methinks we are concerned, and that in time, 
toguard and watchthem. 

I remember that expreſiton of the P/almife, quo- 
ted by St. Parl, Stand in ewe,and fin not. (Plal.4.4.) 
St. Hierom tranſlates it, Traſcimini, and the LXX 
thus, 5544409» Be angry, and in.not, This Text doth 

C'2 not . 
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not command our auger, as a Dxty , but doth rather 
ſuppoſe it, as a natural and lawfull Paſſiom. 85 iraſci- 
mini z (o Muis ©: Si continget iraſci lo Eſtive : [this 
Paſſion chance to move and ſtir. What then ? Cavete, 
beware, ſet a watch, leſt perhaps it exceed its bowndcr, 
and ſo become ” The ſame courſe muſt be taken 
with other Paſtons too. It's-true , what Sexeca 
ſaith of our beſt Endeavours, won tol/unt, ſed tempe- 
rant ; we cannot deſiroy theſe Aﬀe@ions and quite 
root them out ; but yet we are concerned to avode- 
rate, ſub4ne and rule them 3 and in order to that, we 
muſt beſure to guard and watch them. But why all 
this? upon what ſcore is it that man ſtands thus 
obliged to watch over Himſelf,hbis Eye,bis Tongue, 
his Hand,but above all his Heart and SpiriteI anſwer, 

Firſt, The Sox/ of man doth (ufficteatly weed the 
ſtrigeſt Fatch and the ſtrongeſt Guard that can be 
thought on : and that for theſe Reaſons. 

0G rally 1. The Soul of man hath many Ewewjes abroad, 


diligentias con- round about, and very near it too. 


fiderare velimus 
quanta pericula, quanta mala nobis imminent, & Animabus noſtris infidiantur ! Bayms 


in Prov. 4- 23, 


This is one great Confideration that doth ordi- 
narily quicken men to watch : Hannibal ad ports: 3 
if an enemy be at the Gate,if Thieves and Kobbers be- 
ſet the hoſe, tis no time then to ſnort and feeep. 
This argument is not mine, but St. Peter's; Be ſober, 
be vigilant: but what needs that ? becauſe your adver- 
Je the Devil, as a roaring lion, walks, &c. ( 1 Pet. 
5.8. ) The Devil walks his rounds, and ſhall war 
lie ſecure ? the Devil himſelf doth roer, and is not 
man cancerned to took about him? 'Tis obſervable 
that the Devil is ſtyled a Liow, a beaſt nullias fere 
omni, 
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ſomni, (aith Celivs Rhodiginws , one that ſleeps but 
little : and if the Devil himſelf doth watch, how dares 
the Sinner ſ/umber ? 

But beſides the Devi/and his numerous legions, the 
World hath in it great ſtore of Enemies too: its 
Pleaſures, its Profits, its Honours, its Sons of Belial, 
what are all theſe but ſo many Traps and Ginn to 
catch and ruine Souls? Hoſtes ſacrilegi , animi mei 
fures 3 fo Socrates rightly called them. 

And yet there is one Enemy more, that's nearer 
ſtill; I mean our own Fleþ with its numerous train 
of Luſts, And certainly this Enemy doth approach 
ſomewhat near indeed. As St. John is ſtyled by the 
Greek Father 9vins meds, Chriſt's boſom friend : (o 
may our Fleſh be ſtyled ix; imrivs5, man's boſom 
foe. Hence the Apoſtle thus exhorts ns, Abſtein from 
fleſhly Infls > why ? pamvrm they war againſt the 
Soul.(1 Pet.2.11.) And methinks, if the $0#lof man 
be thus oppoſed by the Fleſh, beſieged by the World, 
aſſaulted by the Devil; if it be ſurrounded with E- 
nemies, that are ſtrowg, cruel, mraliciowe, and ftrange- 
ly politick3 it muſt needs want the (triQeſt Fatch 
and the ſtrongeſt Guards that can be thought on. 


2. The Soxl of man is but infirm, impotent and Kaxiv mi 
weak. Indeed Nazianzene tells us that a religious **21< 75 
Soul is 4x5 5, a ſtrong Soul 5 The 2wir, He A dont abyor 


wall of brafs : and St. Paxl ſaith Abraham was ſirong 
in my 0M.4.-20,) Perhaps there may be fuch 


a ſpiritnal Sampſon here and there, whom thefe cur- conciore 23. 
ſed Philiflines cannot eafily conquer: but, alas! Append. 


what's this to the generality of Chriſtians ? Tell me , 
Sirs, are we indeed grown fuch Giants in Grace that 
we weedno guard? are we grown fuctf firong men 
in Chriſt that we need not fear to be ſurprized by 

the 
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the Fleſp, World, or Devil? Sure I am, the Devil 
was to0 hard for Judas,though an A4poſile3 the IForld 
was too hard for Demas, though a great Profeſſonr 5 
aad the Fleſh was tou hard for David, though an 
eminent Saint 5 nay,-a poor Maid-(ervant was too 
hard for biz who 1s {tyled by St.Chryſoſtome 5 xojuzuics 
7» *Anz7242y, the prime and chief of all the Apoſtles. 
And methinks, if ſxch a man as Peter, that profe(- 
ſed Champion of bis dear Lordand ours, was thus mi- 
ſerably foiled by a pitiful werch5 we ſhould not 
grow l[ecure, as if we were ſtrong enough to deal 
with the Anakims of our Fleſh, the Zamzummins of 
the World, and the Devil himſelf, that greater and 
worſe Goliah. The truth is, we are generally ſuch 
babes in Chriſt, ſuch weaklivgs in Faith, luch pulings 
and dwarfs in Grace, that we may too juſtly com- 
plain in the words of Baynws , Quam facile vinci- 
mur £ quam nullo negotio buc illuc impellimur 2 How 
eaſily is the heart of man conquered £ how quickly is 
it #«ken © There's ſcarce a Temptation that's ſtrong, 
but is prevalent too; there's ſcarce a Luſt that ſtirs, 
but beats us, | 
See how ſadly St. Paxl complains of this 7 mar- 
vel that ye are ſo ſoon removed, to be overthrown, and 
that ſo quickly too. (Gal. 1.6.) Surely 'tis but a ſen- 
der Garriſon that holds not out oxe day 3 'tis a weak 
Fort that holds not out owe hoxr. Such a Fort is the 
Heart of man 3 no ſooner doth the Devil dewand a 
ſarrender,but it ſometimes yields in a worwent. But 
what's the reaſon? The Prophet tells us, The whole 
heart is faint : (Eſa.1.5.) and if ſo, where our royal 
Fort 18 weak, there our Cxard (ſhould be the ſtronger. 
Thus Cartwright , Diurnas & noGuruas excubias hic 
collocemws 3 |. man's Soul is thus infiras and impo- 
| tent, 


w_ —_ 
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fent, and yet mult expe the ſtrongeſt aſſaults ima- 
ginable, we mult watch by dey, we muſt watch by 
right : nay more, Quaterniones augeammywe are con- 
cerned to double and treble thole Guards which we 
ſet upon it. 

3. The Sonulof man is falſe and treacherous, Thus 
Nazianzene, ies vi g ms &, the Soul of man is 
perfidious and faithleſs, and ſo mult rather be watch- 
ed then truſted. *I1s thus in the world; if a Ser- 
vent.or Souldier be but once ſ#ſpeFed to be falſe, he 
will be conſtantly eyed,and clolely obſerved ſo much 
the more. 

And thus muſt the $Soxl of man be dealt with 3 
there's too much reaſon for it. Thus the Prophet, 
The heart is deceitfull: (Jer. 17. 9.) aptum ad fal- 
lendum, (aith Clarizs 3 *tis apt to cheat us. There's 
nothing ſo treacherous as thisz ſo much doth the 
Text allure us. The heart is deceitfull : but how ? 
and in what meaſure? ?2D2, above all things. *'Tis 
worſe then Laban. Torr father hath deceived me tex 
times,laith Jacob : (Gen. 31.7.) but, alas! our hearts 
deceive us more then ten times ten : they promiſe 
fair,but fail; they make covenants, but balely break, 
them ; they vow allegeance to Heaven, and yet prove 
Traitours3 they pretend to ſucconr us againſt our 
enemies, and yet how do they betray us into their 
hands? and if ſo, O quam doloſum eft cor homi- 
is | ſaith one, O how perfidions and treacherous are 
theſe Hearts of ours ! Man doth little dream what 
ſtrange fallacies and tricks are in them. Ts thy ſer- 
vant a dog, that he ſhould doe this great thing # 
( 2 Reg. 8. 13. ) Poor Hazeel / he took himſelf to 
be a man, but really proved that very dog which he 


thus diſowned and ſcorned, And methinks, if the 
D Heart 
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Heart of man beſo falſe and traitorovs, it it hath al- 
ready betrayed and cheated us over and over, we 
ſhould never #truſi# it more without the ſirifeſt 
Watch and __— Guard. 

Secondly, The Soxl of man, as it greatly needs, 
ſo doth it highly deſerve the ſtricteſt Watch and 
{ſtrongeſt Guard that can be thought on. See why 
in 2 Particulars. 

i. The Soul of man is the mrair and chiefeſt In- 
tereſt which Chriſt hath in all the world. *I'is not 
to be diſputed but we ſtand obliged to terder the 
Concerns of our Blefled Saviour, who hath alrea- 
dy ſhewed ſuch a tender reſpect to # and ours. One 
would think that mere Ingeeuity, Gratitude and the 
Gentileneſs of a Chriſtian ſpirit (ſhould engage us, to 
our very utmoſt power, to ſecure all the Intereſts of 
that Holy Je/as, who hath already been at ſo much 
coſt and pains to ſecure all that which we call ours. 

If it be demanded what Concerns Chriſt hath in 
the world that: are in danger, and need ſecuring 3 I 
aniwer, Whatever Intereſt Chriſt hath throughout 
the world, there's nothing ſo expoſed to hazard, 
there is nothing that he doth ſo entirely love-and ſo 
highly prize, as the Soulof man. This is the thing 
which he doth particularly chalenge and claim to 
be his. Behold, all ſouls are mine. ( Ezek. 18. 4. ) 
They are his by Donation, by Covenant, by Conqueſt, 
yea and by Purchace too. Thus the Apoſtle, Te 
were bought with a price. ( 1 Cor. 6. 29.) The Soul 
of man is the Fruit of Chriſt's Suffermegs, 'tis the 
Travail of his ſoul, 'tis the Reward of his obedience, 
tis the Purchace of his tears, his groans, his ſweat, his 
agony, his Croſs, yea and his bloud too. 

And methinks, ſince our Bleſſed Saviour hath 
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pay'd ſuch a vaſt price for the Soul of man, we 
ſhould not eaſily ſee it /oft : ſince this is the thing 
which Chriſt makes his grand concern, and yet we 
fiad it in the midſt of enemies, we ſhould not think 
much to watch and guard it. I am confident there 
Is not a man among(t us ſo il/-natured , but he 
would gladly ſecure the Intereſt of his Friend. 1 
reade that Abraham, with no greater army then his 
own houſe could raiſe him, adventured to encoun- 
ter four Kings to reſcue Lot, that was his Nephew. 
Tell me, Sirs, who amongſt you would not ſave an 
ordinary neighbours beaſt from drowning? nay 
more, who amongſt you would not gladly be in- 
{trumental to ſave your very exemie's houſe from 
being robbed or burnt to aſhes? + 
And certainly, if we have this reſpect for an Eze- 
my, we ſhould have much more for our deareſt 
Friends : if weare thus tender of an ordizary Neigh- 
boxr, how much more tender ſhould we be of that 
Bleſſed Jeſws, who deſerves it better? Remember, 
the Soul of manis the great intereſt of him that loves 
you 3 'tis that which he counts his Treaſ#re, 'tis that 
which he calleth his Jewel, 'tis that which he owns 
for his Spo#ſe, *tis that which he eſteems as one of 
his Members : and if fo, if the Treaſure of Heaven 
doth lie in danger, if the Jewels of God are like to be 
loft, it the Spouſe of Chriſt is like to be raviſhed, if 
the Members of his body are like to be rent and torn 
in pieces, or, which 1s all one, if the Soul of man be 
like to -iſcarryz we are obliged to be at leaſt fo 
kind to our Bleſſed Saviour as to watch and guard 
that Soul, which 1s the Purchace of his bloxd, and 
the onely thing on this fide Heaven which he dearly 
loves. 
| D 2 2. The 


20 The Gregorian Account, 
"Omar he 2: The Soul of man is in itſelf a thing of 
gie(d veavds 3n2 Far greater value then any thing elle man hath be- 
2 Y%Y 215 ides. 
55 no@ny Nagin Jud aud. Baſil. Magn, de Abdicar, rerum, 
Kiv & xbouer T1549 xdv Bamnd's + oiwuuns ity 8&5 Tibe Tx Toy me # olexlens matle 
ala Bandy wlm © oirxupdons awThg oLvy#r dwegom wiay-Chryſ. in Matt. 16.26, 
Experience tells us, that the more conſederable 
things are, the more carefuly are they looked to. 
The poor Fiſherman is not ſo (olicitous to provide 


a Convoy for his little Boat, as the wealthy Merchant . 


is for his Ships that are richly laden, The Beggar, 
that hath nothing on his capboard but an earthen 
diſh, nothing in his wardrobe but rags, nothing in 
his yard but a few ſticks and ſtraws, what cares he 
for Watch and ward £ but as for the moneyed Citi- 
zen, the Banker, the Jeweler, the man that deals in 
things of valve, his doors and windows muſt be ſe- 
cured; his locks , bolts and bars muſt be ſtrong 
nor is this enough without a conſiderable #'atch 
in the ſtreets too, 

And, ſurely, if things of this nature deſerve all 
this care, the Sou/of man doth ſo much more. For, 
tell me, what is there to be named that's worth fo 
much as Souls ? Alas | Gold and Silver are but fo 
much dirt; Pearls, Diamonds and Rubies are but 
ſo much rubbiſh, What if I tell you that thoſe 
very Pearls, which the world counts pretious, are 
little better then the wers, the excreſcencies, nay 
the ſcabs of a poor fiſþ? and if ſo, what pittifull 
things are theſe compared with Soul: 2 

What the Soul of man is Macarins tells us, «noe 

O13 ioluua # 77 6a x) Szv,uarr, a Creature that's wonderfull, high and 
rag 1%. woble: "tis iyſvs O53, faith Nazianzene, 'tis ſomewhat 
make Reſurre&, #ear, ſomewhat of 4in to God, Pluris valet quan 
celum 
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celum & terra totiſque mundws, ſaith another : Hea+ Yuydv Tyeu 
aur 401, v;- 
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any one Soul that's in it. Tell me then, ſhall we ay, wr' izwc 


carefully ſecxre a little contemptible dirt, and yet ors wary 
expoſe our choicer Treaſure ? (hall we ſet a guard 3am ule 
upon an handfull of earth, and yet hazard our richeſt ©«r,75w ry 
Jewel? 'Tis not thus in caſes of common danger. = Furry 
If an Houſe be fired , whatever becomes of lumber, roſol. de Anima. 
the beſ# furniture (hall be ſecured ; if an Enemy in- 

vade a Kingdom, every man will ſend his Treaſure 

into that Garriſon that's beſt fortified & moſt ſirong- 

ly manned, That's our cale. There is an enexzy that 

will zzvade us3 and our main Concern is an immor- 

tal Soul. If we loſe any other thing whatever , 

'tis not conſiderable; if we loſe our Eſtates, our 
Reputation, nay,our very Lives, 'tis nO great matter : 

but if our Soul be loſt, whatever elſe be kept, we are 

andone for ever: if we loſe our Souls, we loſe our 

ſhare in glory, we loſe a Crown, we loſe the ſociety 

of Saints and Angels, we loſe the enjoyment of 

Chriſt, and the Yiſſon of God3 and if ſo, where is 
our Guard 2 where's our Watch ? 

Thirdly, *Tis very wncertain when our great 
Lord will come to Judgement, Thus the very 
Judge himſelf hath told us, Of that dey and hour no 
manknoweth, no not the Angels, neither the Son, but 
the Father, (Mark 13.32, ) That there will be 
ſucha day, 'tis ſure enough. Thus the Evangeliſt, 
the Son of man cometh, ( Matt. 24. 44. )) am, he is 
coming : the expreſlion ſounds as if he were al- 
ready ſet out and upon his way 5 and how near he 
may be, no man can tell, 

And methinks the wncertainty of this great Day 
ſhould make us watch. *Tis our Saviorr's own Ar- 
D 3 gument ;. 


22 


The Gregorian Account, 
gument : 7atch, there's his counſel, but what's his 
motive £ for ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come. ( Matt. 24. 42.) Should he come and ſar- 
prize us in our beds of ſecurity, O what would be- 
come of usthen? "Tis recorded of -a certain Com- 
mander, that finding one of his Cemtizel: falt «ſleep, 
without more adoe he ran him throwgh; and for 
that ſeverity ſaid no more but onely this, @Pualem 
inveni, talem reliqui, Aſleep I found him, and faſt 
aſleep | left him, and that for ever, Yea, that of 
Virgil, which is onely #zhappy in other caſes, is very 
Juſt 1n this, Ceduntar vigiles —lIf the man that is ob- 
liged and undertakes to watch be found falſe to his 
truſt, and careleſs of himſelf and others, he deſerves 
todice, So tis threatned, The Lord of that ſervant 
ſhall cnt him aſundery and appoint hine his portion with 


hypocrites. ( Matt. 24. 50, 51. ) If this once prove. 


a man's caſe, we may ſay to him as Tiberi#s once did 
to a prodigal Spend-thrift that had waſted a fair E- 
ſtate, and at laſt complained of his preſent warts 
and former follies 3 Serd experreGns es ; Sir, laith he, 
you are awake too late. 

Let us remember that expreſſion of Pliny, Vita 
vigilia eſt; to be awake is to'be alive. There's 
much of truth in that of Plato, 5 hwy vv wary my 
wi £511&, A man that is faſt aſleep differs but very 
little from that man that is dead. And certain it is, 
if we deſire to live with God, we mult not ſeep in 
ſon : if we delire to live for ever in another world, we 
muſt for ever be awake in this. *'Tis a concerning 
expreflion that of St. Paul, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, 
and ariſe from the dead. ( Eph. 5. 14. ) Kadwdwy x 
rexezs 6 & duagnus, faith St. Chryſoſtom : The man 
that lives in a courſe of ſin is one that's faſt aſleep, 


yea 
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yea and dead too 3 dead at preſent, and, if he wake 


not the ſooner, like to continue dead for ever. For 
when once our Lord ſhall come, if he find us rock- 
ed and lulled aſleep in ſin, what the event will be 
St, Auſtine tells us, Dormitando caſurns es, ſuch a 
ſpiritual ſ/uwber-and lethargy will even quite undoe 
us; it will onely prepare our Bodies for a grave, 
and render our Souls fit for nothing elſe but He/. 
But, on the other hand, if we will but once awake, 
if we will but #p- and be doing, if our Lord (hall find 
us at our work, upon our Gxard and our Watch 3 
what then ? Bleſſed is that ſervant whom his Lord 
when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. But, 

Fourthly, There is yet one Argument more that 
I muſt preſs upon myſelf and you who are my Name- 

ſakes too, and that's this 3 We are obliged to watch 
by that very Name which we bear : I do not mean 
onely our general @hriſiian Name, but our particu- 
lar Surname tO. 

I remember that perſon who hath written the 
Life of our incomparable Biſhop Jewel obſerves out 
of St. Chryſoſtom, that there lieth a great Treaſury 
in Names, and that the excellent worth of ſeveral 
perſons hath been conſpicuous in them 3 as, the 
Heavenly gifts of Theodoſiws, the Divine (ſpirit of 
Ambroſe, the ſweet vein of Laiantivs, the ſhining 
ſtyle of Fulgentizs, the golder month of Chryſo- 
ſtom, &c. 

And certainly , Names of excellence are beſtowed 
but z/ where they are not a»ſwered well, To bear 
a good name 1s matter of credit 5 but to live contrary 
to it, 'tis matter of fame, *Tis but a ſad expretiton, 
Thou haſt a name to live, and art dead. ( Apoc.3.1.) 
Alas ! what's the ame without the thing 2 what $ 

a name 
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a nate tobe rich, if a man be really poor 2 what's 
a raxe to be ſaved, and yet be damned 2 So here, 


What's the wame of a Watchman, if we are found 
faſt 2/teep £ 

Hiſtorians tell us, that Alexander the Great, that 
man of Coxrage, had a fouldier in his-Army that was 
of his own name, but a pittifull Coward : whereup- 
on Alexander thus took him up Either quit thy baſe- 
neſs, or quit thy name. So ſay I to you» Either be 
what your preſent names import, or elle get new 
ones. 

I can tell you, the great God anſwers his Name. 
O Lord, how excellent is thy Name ! ( Pſal.8.1.) But 
are his Works ſo too? yea,the Lord hath done excel- 
lent things. ( Eſa.12.5. ) As is his Name, fo are his 
Works, and fois He Thom art more gloriows and ex- 
cellent, &c. ( Plal. 76.4.) Yea, God anſwers this 


, and all his other #ames to the very full; nay, God's 


infinitely better then any name doth ſpeak him : and 
if fo, let not us be worſe. 

Again, Chriſt anſwers his great Name too : Thou 

ſhalt call his name Jeſws, ( Matt.1.21. ) that is, $4- 
viour, ſaith the Angel. But will Chriſt make good 
this Name Yea, be ſhall ſave; he ſhall doe what his 
name imports. . 

Yet farther; I find there is not an Angel in Hea- 
ven but anſwers his Name too. Dionyſius tells us that 
Thrones 18 a name of Height , Cherubizs a name of 
Knowledge, Seraphim a name of Ardency, Dominati« 
ons a name of Power; and in general , mo: #paviuy vowy 
imouie, the names of the whole Hierarchy of Hea- 
ven are Zo 5:9Joy ipearloeng declarations of thoſe 
choice Endowments that are certainly found in the 
perſons of thoſe Angels to whom they belong, 

Thus 
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Thus do God, Chriſt and Angels anſwer their 


Names 5 and why ſhould not we anſwer ours My 


Text requires it : Tyz#mn. What's that ? why onely 


this, Act the part of him who is a real Gregory , a 


Watchman indeed, 

I could mention ſeveral Nameſakes of ours that 
were no Sleepers. Gregory Biſhop of Neoceſarea ly 
{tyled by Enſebins Tor ua) nucs emoxemoy diaConmes, of all 
the Biſhops of that Age the moſt famous : rms E- 

«y4Mis, a Dilciple of the Goſpel 3 ſo Nyſere : AmjuTTIo | -_. why 
#4725, a glorious Light; ſo Great St. Baſil : vir Apo- —_ b* 
flolicorum fignorum atque Virtutum, a man ſomewhat , Bail, Moen 
like the Apoſtles in doing Miracles 3 ſo St. Hierom. he P = 
Infomuch that he is recommended to all poſterity #iero. in 
by this known Title, Ten2/4:65 5 ©2vunrrg), Gregory the E*: 184. 
great Worker of Wonders. 

I could tel] you of Gregory Nyſſexe too, a man ſty- 
led *Artns wnlryue, a great Example of Vertye, drdpar Gregor. Na- 
x67w9s, the Ornament of Mankind; nay more , mites -—Siig in Orat, 
'Aypanxis d515ues, a man ranked with Angels con» 
cerning whom Nazianzere writes thus,as indeed be- 


came the Son of ſuch a Father; 


Euſeb. Hiſt. 
Eccl,1.6, cap.30, 


”Hy {404 mul 42Abs Ty XK. 3a0 F 7%Jea, : 
og X . 4 Gregor. Nazi- 

Tees, aTM5s my Tem ailun Civ, at, in Carm, 

ITeaTeiae;o5 orTws, *AC-24u mns Seu Te#255, 1amb. 
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And as for this Nezianzene himſelf, as he juſtly 
commends his Father, ſo do others as deſervedly 
commend him too. % m2 mh, ſaith one; This Gre- ,, 01291 
N © th Presbyter in vita 
gory was a man every way accompliſhed : 5 ns ©40- yazianzeni, 
ao7ics krwrvuer, He was ſurnamed Gregory the great 
Theologue or Divine of thoſe Times. So reverend 


and pious was he, that the good Emperour Theodo- 
E 


fins 


S 
Church- 
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Fes did miless mw Sroviuerr, honour him even as if he 
had been his father. NEO 7: 

I might yet name one Gregory more in the Latine 
Church too, the firſt and the beſt Biſhop of Rome 
that ever bore that Name, and was ſtyled Gregorins 
Aagnus, Gregory the Great 3 a man of the choiceſt 
Piety, and withall ſo Humble, that he oppoſed that 

roud Title of Univerſal Biſbop, which Boniface the 
hird procured, and the Pope \til] retains. So far 
from this Ambition was this Nameſake of ours, that 
he was the very firſt Rowan Biſhop that ever [tyled 


| himſelfServss ſervorum Dei, the Servant of the ſer- 


vants of God. 

And now ſince we bear the ſame Name with theſe 
Holy men, let us lead the ſane Lives, and manifeſt 
the ſame Graces too. Though we cannot be Biſhops, 
yet we may and muſs be Saints, as well as they : 
though we cannot be as Learred, yet let us be as Ho- 


- though we have-not the ſame Knowledg in our 
ie 


ads, yet let us have the ſame Eyes, that ſo we 
may prove Yigilantii, Watchmen, that is, Gregories 
indeed. Let's watch againſt our L»ſts, to ſubdue and 
kilthem : let's watch over our Hearts and Lives, to 
reform and mend them. Let not the world have oc- 
caſion,through any of us, to report the Yices of ſome 
Gregories, ſince it finds cauſe to admire the Graces 
and Yertues of others. 

Let's but remember that our very Name doth.im- 
port. and promiſe Yigilance. Let's remember. alſo 
that there is in our Coat of Arms a Lion, who is not 


' onely, the molt generous, but the moſt wetchfull Crea- 


tuxe3 and this Lion not Dormant, not Conchant, but 
Pa//ent and upon his Legs too. And mc<thinks, ſince 
we.bear.the Zioz, that Embleme of Nobility and Yi- 
gilance, 
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gilance, in our Arms, it would be diſhonourable for 
us to entertain any ignoble Dormonſe, any dull, ſot- 
tiſh and lethargica/ Humour in our Boſomes. What a 
diſcredit would it be to our whole Race and Family, 
ſhould any perſon who bears the Name of a Gregory 
be found a mere Endymion, a ſluggiſh Drone, a ſleepy 
Sot £ 
Nozlet's up and be doing: let's be aFive for the Ho- 
mour of our God and our ſelves : let's live tothe Cre- 
dit of our Religion and our Name © let not ſo much 
as one Hildebrand be found amongſt us : lt us hate 
Vice, and embrace Veriue; that what was once ſaid 
of Nazianzene, that Great Nameſake of ours, may be 
ſaid of us too; Orme 997 mails iencis © Tra, This Gre- 
gory was a real lover of every mar and every thing that 
1sg00d., Yeay here's an Example fit for our Imitation 
indeed: and if we will but tread ia the ſteps of ſuch 
pious and holy perſons, we ſhall recover the decayed 
Reputation of our Church we (hall maintain the Cre- 
dit of our Families and the juſt Howonr of our Name; 
we ſhall approve ourſelves God's Watchmen now, 
and be crowned his Saints hereafer.. Lerus fo or- 


der the whole Courſe of our Converſation with that 


ſignal Piety towards our God,that ready Obedience to- 
wards our Governours, that exemplary Charity to- 
wards our Neighbours, and that firig Sobriety to- 
wards ourſelves; that as we are this day met toge- 


ther in the Chnarch, to ſerve and worſhip-our Holy. 
God, \o we may one day meet again in Heaver,, to 
enjoy him, his Angels, his Saints, and owrſelves, his: 


faithfull Gregorzes, for ever and ever, 


5a Oet» . 
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